Seven spirostane and furostane-type glycosides were isolated from the aqueous methanolic extract of the fruits of Cestrum ruizteranianum and characterized mainly by 2D NMR spectroscopy and mass spectrometry. These known saponins belong to the  5 -spirostene and  5 -furostene series and are reported in this species for the first time.
Cestrum ruizteranianum Benítez & D'Arcy is a medium height shrub endemic of the Venezuelan Andes [1] . The genus Cestrum (Solanaceae) comprises more than 300 species, which are native to warm temperate to tropical regions, mainly distributed in South America, but known as ornamental plants in the whole world [2] . The species of this genus are rich in steroidal saponins and exhibit many potential medicinal uses as insecticide, herbicide, molluscicide, antimicrobial agent, and anticancer agents for instance [2] . We chose to study C. ruizteranianum for chemotaxonomic reasons, and because no work on its saponin composition had been reported. Seven saponins were obtained by several chromatographic methods from the dried fruits of C. ruizteranianum. The isolated compounds (1-7) were unambiguously identified by 2D NMR spectroscopy and mass spectrometry (FAB) as: [7] . All spectroscopic data were in agreement with those previously reported.
Chemotaxonomic significance: Steroidal saponins with spirostane and furostane-type skeletons are very common in Cestrum species [2] , like in C. parqui [8] , C. diurnum [9] , C. nocturnum [10] , C. sendtenerianum [11] , C. axillare [12] , and C. laevigatum [13] . From a chemotaxonomic point of view, it is not surprising to find steroidal saponins in the fruits of C. ruizteranianum, but the isolated compounds (1-7) are found for the first time in this species. submitted to successive MPLC on normal and RP-18 silica gel to afford compounds 3 (9.8 mg), 4 (10.0 mg), 5 (11.1 mg), 6 (11.6 mg) and 7 (10.8 mg). All saponins were isolated as white amorphous powders.
Experimental

